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REQUEST FOR EXPEDITED HANDLING PURSUANT TO MPEP 1309 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

The subject application has a U.S. effective filing date more than five years old, based 
on the string of parent/grandparent U.S. applications 08/800,759, filed February 13, 1997, now 
U.S. Patent 6,195,070 which, in turn is a continuation of application 08/469,815 filed June 6, 
1995, now U.S. Patent 5,661,500, which, in turn, is an FWC continuation application of 
08/010,169 filed January 28, 1993, now abandoned and Japanese applications, JP 04-012976 
filed January 28, 1992 and JP 04-106953 filed April 24, 1992, the priority benefit of which is 
claimed herein under 35 USC § 1 19. The subject application therefore has an effective filing 
date as early as January 28, 1992 and no later than January 28, 1993, as much as over twelve 
years ago, and thus qualifies for expedited handling pursuant to MPEP 1309: 

Special handling will be given to the following applications in these 
categories: 

★ * * 

(B) Allowed cases that have a U.S. effective filing date more than 
5 years old. 

* * * 

To ensure that any application falling within the scope of the 
categories outlined above and identified by (A) to (E) receives 
special treatment, the examiner should staple on the file wrapper 
a tag entitled "Special in Publishing Division." The special tag, 
PTO-1 101, may be obtained from the technical support staff. The 



examiner shall print directly on the tag the recitation "In Publishing 
Division" and the appropriate printing category outlined above. 
The application is then forwarded to Publishing Division. 



Accordingly, applicants respectfully request that the Examiner implement the specified 
procedure of MPEP 1309 for expedited handling of the subject application. 

CONCLUSION 

The Examiner's cooperation and expediting of this further matter are respectfully 
requested and would be greatly appreciated. 

If any fees are required in connection with the filing of this paper, please charge same to 
Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: January 28, 2004 
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